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Thank you from the President: 
 

 

Visitors:  Your support and attendance at 

events and positive feedback make collecting, 

researching and exhibiting our artefacts very 

rewarding.  It’s great to see the community and 

researchers across Canada making use of our 

historical documents and genealogy resources.  

 

Donors:  To everyone who has donated 

artefacts, photographs and documents to the 

museum. You have enriched our collection and 

are helping us preserve the history of the 

community.  

 

Interviewers & Interviewees:  You have 

enriched the social history of our local area by so kindly participating in our Oral Interviews 

Project. These informative and interesting interviews preserve our heritage not recorded in 

history books.  

 

Volunteers:  Your time, expertise and support ensure the success of our museum. Your 

assistance in setting up exhibits, organizing and preparing for events, supplying refreshments, 

and promoting the museum are the foundations of our continued success. 

 

Summer students:  They gave interpretive tours, organized exhibits at the museum, prepared 

exhibits for the Almonte Fair and the Canica window in Almonte, cared for the collection of 

artifacts, updated the computer data base and maintained our museum for the enjoyment of 

today’s and tomorrow’s visitors.   

 

Sarah Bennett: Our curator has been diligently organizing the artifacts, updating our 

collections data base, supervising and working with our summer students and volunteers. Sarah 

has been our all-round do everything person who keeps the whole operation running smoothly.  

 

On behalf of the Executive and all the Members of the North Lanark Historical 
Society I extend a big thank you to everyone! Please enjoy visiting the museum and 
participating in our special events. 

 
President, North Lanark Historical Society 
 

Photo: Canadian Fencibles re-enactor Keith Lindsey firing his musket with Brad Mills to the 

right.
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Doors Open: The Canadian Fencibles 
The North Lanark Regional Museum (647 River Rd, Appleton) was the place to be on Saturday 

September 8
th

 for Mississippi Doors Open 2012. The Museum celebrated Doors Open by 

highlighting the 200
th

 Anniversary of the War of 1812, an event that saw Canadians defending 

British North America against the Americans. Many of these veterans ended up settling with 

their families in region. 

 

     
 

The museum hosted four re-enactors representing the Canadian Fencibles from the War of 1812 

period. Keith Lindsey, Kevin Gray, Paul Cox and Brad Mills dressed in uniform and engaged 

with visitors using hands-on explanations and demonstrations. A small display included period 

objects such as uniforms, cards, a tinderbox, utensils and lanterns. A highlight of the day was 

watching the re-enactors demonstrate the use of their muskets. 

 

 
 

The museum would like to thank Brad Mills, Keith Lindsey, Paul Cox and Kevin Gray for 

participating in Doors Open 2012. For more information on the Canadian Fencibles, please visit 

their website at http://fencibles.ca. 

 

Photo 1: Keith Lindsey explains how to load a musket to a visiting family. 

Photo 2: Canadian Fencibles re-enactors, Brad Mills, Keith Lindsey, Paul Cox and Kevin Gray 

and Eleanor Wright, North Lanark Historical Society Board Director. 

Photo 3: Brad Mills explains the use of the flint lock musket. 
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Military Exhibit – Official Opening 

To honour our local veterans the museum has a Military Exhibit open weekends in November (1-

4pm or by appointment. The official opening is on Sunday November 4
th

 from 2-4pm at the 

North Lanark Regional Museum and will feature guest speaker Ross Bounsall, a retired Lt. Col., 

who will be speaking on the history of the 42
nd

 Lanark and Renfrew Scottish Field Regiment.  

The 42
nd

 Regiment was established at 

Brockville in 1866 during the first 

Fenian Raids, and included men from 

the Almonte area.  In 1897 its 

headquarters was moved from 

Brockville to Perth.  It served as the 

active militia regiment for Lanark and 

Renfrew Counties, with local men 

drilling at the Almonte Fair Grounds.  

Men from the 42
nd

 were among the first 

to serve overseas during World War 1, 

and formed the basis of the 130
th

 and 

240
th

 Lanark Renfrew Battalions.  The Lanark and Renfrew Regiment also served both for 

defence and overseas during World War II.  Some members have served most recently in 

Afghanistan.  The Regiment is still active today as the 42
nd

 Field Regiment, Lanark and Renfrew 

Scottish, RCA, and is currently headquartered in Petawawa.  Many area men who served with 

the 42
nd

 in peace time also served with other Battalions during both wars. 

Our military display will show the history of the Lanark & Renfrew, with local connections from 

1866 to the present. The exhibit was curated by Brian Tackaberry with assistance from Riley 

Miller.  

Researching Local War Veterans 
The North Lanark Historical Society has undertaken a WWI Military Publication project. 

Researchers Rob More and Brian Tackaberry are investigating the history of the First World War 

soldiers who are listed on the cenotaphs of Mississippi Mills. Military records for thirty soldiers 

have already been received from Library and Archives Canada and another thirty have been 

requested. The WWI Military Publication Committee has also discovered the names of several 

local individuals who were killed overseas, but are not listed on the cenotaphs because they had 

enlisted with regiments in other communities. 

In addition, history students at Almonte District High School are doing research through the 

“Lest We Forget” project on the WWII men on the Almonte Cenotaph.  They are working with 

assistance from John Souter, President of Almonte Legion Branch 240, and Brian Tackaberry, 

North Lanark Historical Society. 

 

Photo: The Almonte Overseas Detachment, 42
nd

 Regiment, August 1914. Row1: Robert Wicks, 

John A. Holland, George W. Fairbairn. Row2: John Lorne McDougall, Sgt. George Monterville, 

Corp. George E. Malone, Arthur White. Row3: William Fairbairn, L. Perrin, Corp. Charles C. 

Winmill, Alexander Wilson, Robert Murphy. (NLRM A6E33)
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Genealogy Workshop 
The North Lanark Historical Society will be hosting a genealogy workshop on November 21, 22 

and 23 from 2-4pm at the museum. The workshops will be run by R.E. (Bob) Butler. Cost is $10 

per person per day or $25 for all three days. 

 

Overview of Genealogy 

(Wednesday November 21, 2-4 pm) 

This session will cover: different reasons to work on your family tree, and how that effects your 

approach; major sources of information; the pros and cons of building your family tree on the 

internet; alternate internet genealogy services; demonstrations with Ancestry and Family Tree 

Maker.  

 

Getting Started On Your Own Family Tree  
(Thursday November 22, 2-4 pm) & (Friday November 23, 2-4pm) 

These two sessions will include a demonstration on how to start a family tree and time to work 

on your own tree with assistance from Bob Butler. Participants are encouraged to bring their 

personal laptops and will have access to the museum’s Wi-Fi connection. The session will 

include free access to Ancestry.ca!  

 

Who should attend? 

The workshop is intended for people who wish to begin building a family tree, or who wish to 

begin building their tree on the internet. For people who have considerable experience already, 

the workshop will provide a refresher, a discussion of current on-line resources, and some 

research assistance. 

 

Instructor's Qualifications 

Bob has been working steadily on Genealogy for over 25 years. He has participated in the 

Ontario Genealogy Society, Computer Special Interest Group for over 15 years and provided 

research room support at the Ottawa Genealogical Society and British Isles Family History 

Society of Greater Ottawa conferences. For more information on Bob’s work please visit: 
http://members.storm.ca/~rebutler/ 
 

Registration 

Please register with Sarah at the North Lanark Regional Museum (613-257-8503 or 

appletonmuseum@hotmail.com) I will need to have your name, phone number, and the dates 

you plan to attend. Fees can be paid by cheque or by cash. Cheques can be made out to the North 

Lanark Historical Society.  

 

Possible Future workshops  

If there is sufficient interest, other workshops will be held in the future, possibly in the evening. 

Please send an email to indicate the dates and times that would be suitable for yourself. 

 

For more details on the workshops please visit: 

http://northlanarkregionalmuseum.com/NLRM_genealogy.html
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Last Chance: “Fibres of Canadian History” 
October is your last chance to visit “Fibres of Canadian History.” This exhibit shares the 

history of quilting, crocheting, knitting and much 

more through the lens of our local community.  

 

Highlights from the exhibit include: a crocheted 

dress made by Margaret (McLellen) Scobie 

(c.1840); a quilt made the Appleton Women’s 

Institute (1947); two wool winders from the 

Appleton Woollen Mill; hand-knit stockings 

made by Elizabeth (Scobie) Lett for her wedding 

day (c.1860s); and a stylish flapper dress (1920s).  

 

The exhibit was curated by Celia Zamorano one 

of our wonderful summer students. In September, 

Celia returned to the University of Guelph where 

she continues her studies in English and the Fine 

Arts.  Celia researched, prepared and installed the 

exhibit along with help from fellow summer 

student Riley Miller.  

 

Special Thanks goes to Norma Paul, Doreen 

Wilson and Eleanor Wright for donating or 

loaning items for the exhibit.  

 

Fibrefest 2012 
On the weekend of September 8

th
, the North 

Lanark Regional Museum participated in Doors 

Open and Fibrefest! Even with the dreary 

weather, Fibrefest was a great success attracting 

visitors from across Ontario. 

 

As part of Fibrefest, the museum celebrated the 

world of fibre with our exhibit “Fibres of 

Canadian History.” Visitors on Saturday also 

had the special treat of viewing reproduction 

military uniforms, overcoats and blankets, all 

reproductions based on 19
th

 century military 

life, re-enacted by the Canadian Fencibles. 

 

Photo: Reproduction uniforms from the 

Canadian Fencibles 
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Apple Pie Social 
The Historical Society’s first ever Apple Pie Social 

was a great success. Historical Society members 

served 60 hungry guests and raffled off two “apple” 

themed gift baskets. Guests were thrilled with the 

homemade apple pie served with a large scoop of 

vanilla ice cream. 

 

Special thanks go to Jennifer Armstrong, Rita Cornell, 

Norma Paul and Doreen Wilson for making the 

delicious pies and to Betty Waterman for plating the 

pie. 

 

Oral History Project – Update: 
Project Coordinator – Sarah Bennett 
Did you know that Appleton was once home to a world renowned Chinchilla Farm! On 

September 10 Eleanor Wright interviewed Edith Clarke at the North Lanark Regional Museum. 

Mrs. Clarke is a resident of Appleton and widow of John Clarke, former Appleton Chinchilla 

Rancher. Edith shared her stories of moving to Appleton and her husband’s Chinchilla Ranch. A 

quick clip from the interview: 

[Wright]: What were your feelings when you first came to Appleton after leaving a 

bustling city and coming to a quiet little village on the water? 

[Clarke]: I didn’t want to come but as soon as I got here, the very next day I liked it and 

knew it was my place to be. 

Anyone interested in participating in the Oral History Project should contact Sarah at: 613-257-

8503 or appletonmuseum@hotmail.com. The project was made possible through the support of 

the Government of Ontario through the Programs and Services Branch of the Ministry of 

Tourism and Culture. 

 

Tupperware Fundraiser 
The museum was lively on Wednesday night 

(Oct 10) as almost twenty women and one man 

attended a Tupperware party in support of the 

Historical Society. Nancy Willoughby, our local 

Tupperware representative showcased new and 

classic Tupperware items. From cereal containers 

to pastry presses to Batman sandwich containers, 

Tupperware has items for everyone including 

great ideas for Christmas presents & Wedding 

gifts.   

 

A portion of all sales will go directly to the 

Historical Society as a fundraiser. Final orders 

must be placed by October 20 (listing the Historical Society as Host). 
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Almonte Train 

Accident: December 

27, 1942 

The Almonte Train Accident of 

December 27, 1942 is a major 

component in the history of the 

North Lanark Region. It has 

affected families in the region 

and across the province.  

 

The North Lanark Historical 

Society is continually 

collecting information on the 

Train Accident and was very fortunate to become acquainted with a Mr. Ed Muldoon a survivor 

of the Train Accident and current resident of Florida and Kanata. Mr. Muldoon has visited the 

museum several times to collect information on the accident and to share his memories in our 

oral history project. He has also donated several rail ties from Pakenham, along with a video of 

the current state of the CPR lines. 

 

For more information on the Almonte Train Accident or to view the interview with Mr. Muldoon 

please contact the museum at 613-257-8503 or at appletonmuseum@hotmail.com. The 5
th

 

edition of the “The Almonte Train Accident: December 27, 1942” is available for sale at the 

North Lanark Regional Museum. 

 

Summer Staff: 
The North Lanark Historical Society and Museum would like to say goodbye and thank you to 

our four amazing summer students: Lee Moreau, Rachael Gardiner, Celia Zamorano and Riley 

Miller. The students were enthusiastic throughout the summer dedicated to their improving the 

museum. All four were an invaluable resource to the museum. 

 

Thanks to these staff members the museum was able to complete several major projects over the 

summer months including: 

- Running our highly successful “Museum Adventures Day Camp” 

- “Christmas in July” display at the Almonte Fair 

- Strawberry Social 

- Cleaning and Rearranging our two storage rooms 

- Preparing the Log Cabin for the summer 

- Transferring almost 8000  photos into our new database (PastPerfect) 

- Cataloguing over 900 artefacts/photographs/documents 

- Preparing labels for the Log Cabin and Lower Level 

- Preparing Artefacts of the Month 

-  

Young Canada Works and Service Canada provided funding for the summer staff. 
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Lanark County Genealogical Society Meeting 

On Wednesday September 5
th

 the North Lanark Historical Society hosted a meeting of the 

Lanark County Genealogical Society. The meeting featured an intriguing presentation by Eric 

Moore documenting his family genealogy and the path he took to compile it all. His presentation 

highlighted possible sources for records and information but also an insight into the 

perseverance, detective work and luck necessary to find answers. 

 

 
 

Columbia River Controversy 
On September 12, those in attendance had the amazing opportunity to gain a firsthand account of 

the Columbia River Treaty. Gordon MacNabb is a native of Carleton Place and graduate of Civil 

Engineering at Queen's University. He started with the treaty negotiations as a technical advisor 

and eventually became the Senior Federal Government Engineering Advisor on the Treaty. Once 

the treaty was ratified he was appointed as the Canadian Chairman of the four-member U.S.-

Canada Columbia River Treaty Permanent Engineering Board. 

 

 The presentation covered the history of the Treaty from its earliest discussions to the present 

discussions leading up to the first possible date for notice of termination in 2014. This is of 

course a timely subject both on the national level with renewal pending, but also at the local level 

as residents of the Town of Mississippi Mills are faced with the proposed plan to expand an 

electrical power dam in Almonte threatening and the possible affects the Appleton Wetland.  

 

The main components of the Treaty include: Canada providing the U.S. with 15.5 million acres-

feet of water storage by building three dams (Duncan, Arrow and Mica). In return Canada 

received an upfront payment of $64 million for sixty years of flood control benefits to 2024 and 

an entitlement to one-half of the estimated addition hydroelectric generation capability in the 

U.S. directly resulting from the three dams in Canada. 

 

Coming up to its 50th year in 2014, now is the time to reflect on the treaty, understand how it 

affects Canada and decide how to proceed into the future. Special thanks to Mr. MacNabb for 

providing this educational presentation.
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Mark Your Calendar! 
November 4: Military Exhibit Opening 2-4pm, at museum, guest speaker Ross Bounsall 

November 21, 22 and 23: Genealogy Workshop from 2-4pm at the museum. 

January 20/13: Scottish Tea, at museum, tickets $5 

February 15/13: Heritage Dinner, at Almonte Legion, tickets $25 

 

Museum: Open weekends in November 1-4pm or by Appointment 

Visit our website at: www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com 

 

Last Remarks: 
 

The North Lanark Historical Society and Museum would like to thank several people and 

organizations for their continued support: 

 

· Thank you Mayor Levi and councillors of the Town of Mississippi Mills for your continued 

financial support.   

· Thank you Young Canada Works and Service Canada for our summer staff funding. 

· Thank you to those who contributed artefacts to the Fibres of Canadian History exhibit. 

· Thank you to Leonard Lee for the use of the store front window at Canica. 

· Thank you to the Government of Ontario through the Programs and Services Branch of the 

Ministry of Tourism and Culture for funding our project, “Digitally Preserving the Past for 

the Future”. 

 

And to anyone we may have omitted, thank you for your continued support! 

 

North Lanark Historical Society  

P. O. Box 218, Almonte, ON, K0A 1A0  
Annual Membership (Circle one)- Individual - $10.00 Family - $25.00  

(Circle one)  New   Renewal  

Name  _________________________________  

Address __________________________________  

_________________________________________  

_________________________________________  
Telephone _________________________________ 

E-Mail ____________________________________ 
Donations to the Society may be combined with the membership fee. Both the 

membership fee and donations are eligible for a Tax Deductible Charitable 

Receipt. If mailing, please make payment by cheque to the North Lanark Historical 

Society and mail to the address above. Thank you for your support.
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HISTORY OF THE 42
nd 

FIELD REGIMENT, 

LANARK & RENFREW SCOTTISH, RCA 

 

         Historic Presentation by 

         Ross Bounsall (Lt.Col.Ret’d) 

 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 4
th

, 2012 at 2:00PM 

 

 

North Lanark Regional Museum 

647 River Road, Appleton 

 

Military Exhibit at the museum open weekends in  

November or by appointment 

For further information contact 613-257-8503 

Or email appletonmuseum@hotmail.com 


